Topological Methods in Dynamics with
Applications in Ergodic Theory

Old and New

Paulo Varandas*

1 A BRIEF INTRODUCTION

After the notion of uniform hyperbolicity was coined in
the seventies by Smale [26], it became the paradigm of
chaotic dynamics. If, on the one hand, the local dynam-
ics of a uniformly hyperbolic diffeomorphism is simple and
conjugated to the one exhibited by linear saddles, on the
other hand the global dynamics presents an unpredictable
character due to sensibility to initial conditions, dense-
ness of periodic trajectories and orbits with transitive and
(ir)regular behavior. The geometric theory developed for
uniformly hyperbolic dynamics guarantees the existence
of local immersed submanifolds (called stable and unsta-
ble manifolds) that are invariant by the dynamics and that
constitute a crucial ingredient in the construction of finite
Markov partitions. In consequence, subshifts of finite type
can be used as combinatorial models for the dynamics and
the powerfull techniques and ideas from statistical mechan-
ics extend to this context. The geometric and functional
analytic approaches (via construction of Markov partitions
and the description of the spectrum of transfer operators,
respectively) play a key role in the construction of physi-
cal, Sinai-Ruelle-Bowen and equilibrium measures and the
study of their statistical properties. We refer the interested
reader to e.g. [5, 24] for a more complete account.

The aim of this text is to survey and to be an invitation
to the use of topological methods in dynamics, as a valid
and handy alternative to the aforementioned geometric and
functional analytic approaches. The starting point is the
notion of specification proposed by Rufus Bowen which
consists of the ability of the dynamics to recreate with sharp
proximity true orbits from any given number of finite pieces
of orbits (see e.g. [11]). The relation between shadowing and
specification, the description of the latter concept and its
extensions, and its importance as a tool in ergodic theory
will guide the exposition in the remaining sections. There is
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evidence that these topological methods may be used to de-
scribe partial hyperbolic dynamics and dynamics of group
actions, contexts in which topological and functional ana-
lytic methods are still unavailable, contributing to one of
the most important leading research directions and chal-
lenges in dynamical systems.

2 BASICS ON TOPOLOGICAL DYNAMICS

Throughout this article we assume that M is a compact Rie-
mannian manifold. Let f be a continuous map on M. Some
of the main concerns of the characterization of the dynam-
ics from a topological viewpoint involve the description of
periodic and transitive behavior, and chaoticity. Let Q(f) C
M be the set of non-wandering points of f, that is, the points
x € M so that every open neighborhood of x intersects a
positive iterate of itself by the dynamics. A pointx € M is
periodic (of period n) if there exists n € N so that f"(x) = x.
Let Per(f) denote the set of all periodic points of f. Recall
that f is called trausitive if there exists a point x € M so that
its orbit {f"(x) : n € N} is dense in M, and it is called topo-
logically mixing if for any pair of open sets U, V there exists
N e Nsothat f*(U)NV # @ foreveryn > N. An intricate
challenge that goes back to the sixties was to propose suit-
able mathematical notions of chaos. Historically, one refers
to chaotic dynamics the ones that exhibit at least one of the
following properties: sensitive dependence to initial condi-
tions, expansiveness, strong recurrence and mixing condi-
tions, shadowing, specification, exponential growth of pe-
riodic points or positive topological entropy (see e.g. [15]).
Our main interest here concerns chaotic dynamics in
the sense that pieces of true orbits or pseudo-orbits can be
well approximated by true orbits of the dynamical system.
The first notion that we shall consider is that of shadowing,
which we now describe. Given a metric space M, a continu-
ousmapf : M — Mandé > o, asequence of points (x,,)

n>o
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is a 6-pseudo-orbit if d(f(x,), x,,,) < 6 for everyn > o. We
say that [x;, t;];c7 is a (8, T)-pseudo-orbit for a flow (X"), if
d(X'i(x;),x;,,) < 6foralli € Z. A continuous map has
the shadowing property if for any € > o there exists 6 > o
there exists x € M
satisfying d(f"(x),x,) < € for every n > o. In the case of

so that for any §-pseudo-orbit (x,),>,
homeomorphisms, pseudo-orbits and shadowing points are
defined for both negative and positive iterates of the dynam-
ics. A continuous flow (X"), satisfies the shadowing property
if, forany e > oand T > 1 there exists 6 = 6(¢, T) > osuch
that for any (6, T)-pseudo-orbit [x;, t;];c, thereis ¥ € Aand
a reparametrization 7 € R(¢) (cf. 1) such that

dX™ (%), x, * t) < €, for every t € R.

where fort € R, x, % t = X"™°O(x,)if 6(i) < t < 6(i + 1).

3 BASICS ON ERGODIC THEORY

3.1 INVARIANT MEASURES

The purpose of ergodic theory is to describe the asymp-
totic behavior of the orbits of ‘almost every point’ with re-
spect to relevant measures for the dynamics. Given a o-
algebra % and a measurable map f on M, we say that a
probability measure y is f-invariant if u(f~'(A)) = u(A)
for every A € 9. We denote by ./ (f) the space of f-
invariant probability measures. A set A € & is f-invariant
if u(f~'(A)A\A) = o. An invariant probability measure y
is ergodic if u(A) € {o, 1} for every f-invariant set A. By er-
godic decomposition, the space ./ (f) is the convex hull of
the space A (f) of f-invariant and ergodic probability mea-
sures (see e.g.[33]).

In what follows let ¢ be an f-invariant probability mea-
sure. Two pillars in ergodic theory are due to Poincaré
(1890), and to von Neumann and Birkhoff (1931-1932). First,
if u(A) > o then Poincaré recurrence theorem asserts that
u-almost every x € Aisrecurrent: there exists n > 1 so that
f"(x) € A. Later, the ergodic theorems of von Neumann
and Birkhoff brought the ideas present in Boltzman ergodic
hypothesis in thermodynamics into the realm of dynami-
cal systems. Birkhoff’s ergodic theorem guarantees that if
u € M ,(f)is ergodicand ¢p € L' (u) then

L n—1 )
;;¢(f’(x))—>/¢du as 1 - oo

for p-almost every x € M and, thus, time averages of an ob-
servable for typical orbits coincide with the space average
with respect to the underlying measure. von Neuman er-
godic theorem guarantees the convergence of the previous
time averages for observables ¢ on the Hilbert space L*(y).

3.2 THERMODYNAMIC FORMALISM

Some of the ideas of thermodynamic formalism, which aims
the selection of invariant measures and the study of their
statistical properties, where introduced from statistical me-
chanics into the realm of dynamical systems by pioneering
contributions of Sinai, Bowen and Ruelle in the late seven-
ties (see [11, 22] and references therein). Two particularly
important classes of invariant measures are the so called
equilibrium states and physical measures.

Given a potential ¢ € C(M, R) the topological pressure
Pyop(f, @) for f and ¢ can be defined by the variational prin-
ciple

Pugtf- ) =sup{n, )+ [ s wett ).

where h (f) stands for the entropy of u (see e.g. [33]). An
invariant probability measure u is called an equilibrium state
for f with respect to ¢ if it attains the previous supremum.
If ¢ = o the previous notion coincides with the topological
entropy hy.,(f) of /. If there exists a unique equilibrium state
then it is necessarily ergodic and we shall denote it by 4 ;.
An f-invariant probability measure y is a physical measure if
its basin of attraction

1 -1
B(,u):{x eEM: - jzzoéfj(x) — pasn — +oo}

has positive Lebesgue measure. There are many exam-
ples where equilibrium and physical measures coincide and
are absolutely continuous with respect to some reference
measures with some weak Gibbs property. We say that a
probability measure v is a weak Gibbs measure for f and ¢
if for v-almost every x there are constants (K,),, so that
limsup,, ~log K, (x) = o and

v(B(x,n, €)) <K.(x)

_ V(B(x,n,€))
K0 s —emsam <K

for every n > 1, where S,¢ = Z?:_OI ¢ o f and the dy-
namical ball B(x, n, €) is the set of points y € M such that
d(f(),f (x)) < e forall o < j < n. We say that v is a Gibbs
measure with respect to ¢ if there exists K > o such that the
previous property holds with K, = K (independent of n and

x).

4 UNIFORM HYPERBOLICITY

A compact f-invariant set A C M is called uniformly hy-
perbolic for f if there exists a Df-invariant splitting T\M =
E' @ E" and constants C > oand A € (o, 1) so that

IDf"(x) |p I<CA" & IDf"(x) | | <CA"

for every x € Aandn > 1. We say that f is an

Anosov diffeomorphism if M is a uniformly hyperbolic

CIM :: INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR MATHEMATICS



set. Given a hyperbolic set A, a point x € A and
€ > o, the e-stable set of x is defined by Wi(x) =
{y EM : d(f"(y),f"(x)) < eforalln > o} . Similarly, the
set W/(x) of points y € M so that d(f~"(y),f"(x)) < € for
all n > ois the g-unstable set of x. Given a hyperbolic set A
for f there exists a uniform € > o so that the stable and un-
stable sets W;(x) and W/ (x) are C" submanifolds tangent to
E}, and EY,, respectively, for every x € A. These are referred,
respectively, as the local stable and local unstable manifolds at
x of size £. Uniform hyperbolicity is a C'-open condition
in the space Dift' (M) of C'-diffeomorphisms. We refer the
reader to [24] for proofs.

Uniform hyperbolicity for flows is defined similarly.
Given a C'-flow (X'), on M and a compact (X'),-invariant
set A C M, we say that A is a hyperbolic set if there ex-
ists a DX'-invariant and continuous splitting T\M = E~ @
E° @ E* (E° subspace generated by the vector field X(-) =

d);t(') =) and constants C > oand o < 0 < 1 such that

(i) IDX'(0) |- 1<C8', and

(i) IOX'@) ) 1< Ce’

for everyx € M and t > o. The flow (X"), is Anosov if the
whole manifold M is a hyperbolic set. We refer the reader

to [24] for more details on uniform hyperbolicity.

5 THE NOTIONS: SPECIFICATION AND GLUING
ORBIT PROPERTIES

5.1 DISCRETE-TIME DYNAMICS

A continuous map f on M satisfies the specification prop-
erty if for any € > o there exists an integer N = N(¢g) >

1 such that: for every k > ., X, and

1, any points x,, ..
any sequence of positive integers n,...,n, and p,...,p,
with p; > N(g) there exists a point x in M such that

d(fj(x),fj(xl)) <e¢e foreveryo <j<n, and
d(fi+n,+pl+---+nf_l+pi_l(x) , fj(xi)) <e

forevery2 <i<kando <j<n,

Among the maps that satisfy specification property one
should refer topologically mixing subshifts of finite type,
topologically mixing Anosov diffeomorphisms and topo-
logically mixing continuous interval maps (see [10] and ref-
erences therein). More flexible concepts include some mea-
sure theoretical non-uniform versions of the specification
property that proved to hold for invariant measures with no
zero Lyapunov exponents (cf. [18, 32]).

In the sequel we introduce two extensions of the notion
of specification. Let y be an f-invariant probability mea-
sure. We say that (f, u) satisfies the non-uniform specification
property if there exists 6 > o so that for p-a.e. x and every
0 < € < 6 there exists p(x, n, €) € N satisfying:
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(i) lim,_, limsup,_ ., ~p(x,n,€) = o

(ii) givenx,,...,x,ina full y-measure setand positive in-
tegers n, ..., m, if p; > p(x;,n;, €) then there exists
z that e-shadows the orbits of each x; during n; iter-
ates with a time lag of p(x;, n;, €) in between f"(x;) and
x;,,; thatis, z € B(x,,n,€) and

f”1+[71+"'+”i71+[7i—1(z) = B(xi’ n;, g)
forevery2 <i <k.

We say a continuous map f on M satisfies the gluing orbit
property if for any £ > o there exists an integer N = N(g) >
1 so that for any points x,,x,,...,x, € M and positive in-
tegers n,, ..., n, therearep ,...,p, < N(¢)and x € M so

that d(f/(x), f(x,)) < € for every 0 < j < n, and
d(fj+nl+p‘+“'+ni—l+pi—l(x) , fj(xi)) <eg

forevery 2 < i < kand o < j < n;. The latter property is
satisfied e.g. by irrational rotations, which are far from hav-
ing any mixing property and it is sometimes referred also as
a transitive specification property [8, 34]. Similar flavored
notions of linkability and closeability were introduced by
Gelfert and Kwietniak [14]. We refer the reader to [17] and
references therein for a more exhaustive description of the
state of the art.

5.2 CONTINUOUS-TIME DYNAMICS

In opposition to the discrete-time setting, the mixing prop-
erties of continuous-time dynamical systems are harder to
analyze. For instance, while for uniformly hyperbolic dif-
feomorphisms every Hélder continuous potential admits a
unique equilibrium state, which is a Gibbs measure and
mixes exponentially fast, not all hyperbolic flows have ex-
ponential mixing (see e.g. [5]). Moreover, not all hyperbolic
flows have the specification property, which is an indicator
that a suitable notion should be more flexible to hold for a
larger class of dynamics. Recall a continuous flow (X"),cx
has the specification property on A C M if for any € > o there
existsa T = T(e) > o such that: given any finite colection 7
ofintervals I; = [a;, b;] (i = 1 ... m) of the real line satisfying
a;,, —b; > T(e) for everyiand everymap P : |J, .. [; = A
such that X":(P(t,)) = X"(P(t,)) forany t ,t, € I; there ex-
ists x € A so that d(X'(x), P(t)) < eforallt € |, I.

In continuous-time setting the shadowing property of
the finite pieces of orbits should reflect the speed at which
different points travel in their trajectories. For that reason
let % be the set of all increasing homeomorphisms 7: R —
R so that 7(o) = o and, given € > o, set

R(E)={r€eR:

|@_1| <es#teR} (1)

We say that a continuous flow (X"), has the reparametrized
gluing property if for any € > o there exists K = K(g) €
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R* such that for any points x,,x,,...,x, € M and times
fostys sty P < K(e), a
reparametrization 7 € % (¢) and a pointy € M so that

> o there are p_,p,,...

dXTO), X (x)) <& Vi € o,1,]
and
dXTHERM (), XN (x)) < e Vi € [o,t]

< i £ k

can be chosen periodic we say that (X'), satisfies the pe-

for every 1 If, in addition, the point y
riodic reparametrized gluing orbit property. Criteria for
(semi)flows to satisfy gluing orbit properties can be found
in[8, 10].

6 SPECIFICATION AND GLUING ORBIT
PROPERTIES: SOME CONSEQUENCES

In this section we shall focus on the analysis of continuous-
time dynamics (since proofs are technically more demand-
ing and results are in many cases harder to find in the liter-
ature) and on the comparison between continuous and dis-
crete time dynamics.

6.1 TOPOLOGICAL ASPECTS

The space of homeomorphisms are often described in terms
of topological classes, where we say that the homeomor-
phisms f and g are topologically conjugate if there exists a
homeomorphism h so that f e h = h o g. Hence, the dy-
namics of homeomorphisms in the same topological class
is the same up to a continuous change of coordinates. Sim-
ilarly, flows are usually classified up to topological equiv-
alence, that is, homeomorphisms that preserve orbits and
their orientation but not necessarily the speed of the trajec-
tories. If, on the one hand, it is not hard to check that the
specification and the gluing orbit property are topological
invariants, on the other hand topological equivalence may
fail to preserve the gluing orbit properties for flows since
these may affect the kind of reparametrizations that are con-
sidered at the shadowing process.

The strong contrast between discrete and continuous
time dynamics is also present in the relation between shad-
owing and specification. While topologically mixing ex-
pansive continuous maps on compact metric spaces with
shadowing property satisfy the specification property, this
may not hold even for very simple Anosov flows. Moreover,
minimal flows on T? satisfy gluing orbit properties but fail
to be topologically mixing. See [1, 8] for more details. Nev-
ertheless, flows with the reparametrized gluing orbit prop-
erty satisfy some ‘weak mixing’ conditions [8]. More pre-
cisely:

THEOREM 1.— If (X'), satisfies the reparametrized glu-
ing orbit property then (X"), has positive lower frequency
7(B,, B,) of visits to balls B, B, of radius € given by

lim inf%Leb({s €lo.t] : B,nX_(B,) # @}
t—=+oco

is strictly positive. Moreover, for all balls B,, B, of radius €
centered at points with closed orbits there exists C > o such
that 7(B,, B,) > Ce.

We also note that if the flow (X"), is expansive then the
topological entropy is bounded by the exponential growth
rate of periodic orbits, a result which also holds in the con-
text of semigroups of expanding maps (cf. [8, 12]).

6.2 SPACE OF INVARIANT MEASURES

The push-forward f; acting on the space of probability mea-
sures in M is defined by (fyu)(A) = u(f~'(A)) for every
A € 3. This map inherits some of the the topological char-
acteristics of the original dynamics. First, if f has a specifi-
cation property then so does f; and these are equivalent in
the context of continuous interval maps (see e.g. [21]). Sec-
ond, the simplex of invariant measures for maps with spec-
ification is the Poulsen simplex (see [25, 17]). Given a con-
tinuous flow (X*), we denote by ./, ((X"),) the space of (X*),-
invariant probabilities. In [8] one could recover part of the
“richness” for the simplex of invariant probability measures
for dynamics with gluing orbit properties. More precisely,

THEOREM 2.— If(X"), satisfies the periodic reparametrized
gluing orbit property then periodic measures are dense in

M ((X"),), and the set of ergodic measures forms a residual
subset of / ((X"),).

As continuous flows with shadowing and a dense set of
periodic orbits satisfy the reparametrized gluing orbit prop-
erty (cf. [7]) we obtain the following consequence:

COROLLARY 3.— Assume (X'), is a continuous and volume
preserving flow. If (X'), satisfies the periodic shadowing
property and the periodic points are dense in M then pe-

riodic measures are dense in ./ ((X"),).

6.3 LARGE DEVIATIONS.

In the early nineties, L.-S. Young [35] addressed the ques-
tion of the velocity of convergence of ergodic averages on
Birkhoff’s ergodic theorem in the case of Gibbs measures.
Here, given a potential ¢ : M — R and a probability 4,
we say that u is weak Gibbs with respect to ¢, with constant
P, € R, if for any € > o there exists K,(¢) (depending only
on € and on the time f) so that lim % logK,(¢) = o and

t— 00

L u(B(x, t, €))
K(©) ™ exp [ ! pXs(x)ds — tPM]

<Ko
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for y-almost every x € M and everyt > o. A continuous
observable y : M — R is called of tempered variation if
thereis 6 > o such thatlim,_, <7(w,1,8) = o, where

y(y,t,6)=sup
YEB(x,t,6)

t
|/ woeen -wor o)
Gluing orbit properties were first introduced in [10] with the

motivation of obtaining large deviations principles for all
hyperbolic flows:

THEOREM 4.— Assume the semiflow (X'),5, satisfies the
gluing orbit property, ¢ is a bounded potential with tem-
pered variation and y is a weak Gibbs probability with re-
spectto¢. Ifa < bandy : M — Risabounded observable
with tempered variation then

liminf2 1 <l/
im inf—log u( )
Z—inf{Pﬂ—hv(X‘)—/q')dv},

where the infimum is taken over all (X"),-invariant proba-
bility measures v so that / wdv € (a,b). If, in addition, M

is compact and y : M — R is continuous then

t

w0 X*()ds € (a, b))

t
limsup%logu<%/ l//oXS(~)dS€[a,b]>

t—=o0 o
g—inf{Pﬂ—hv(Xl)—/qﬁdv},

where the infimum is taken over all (X'),-invariant proba-
bility measures v so that / wdv € [a,b].

A surprising connection between large derivations and
multifractal analysis (cf. Subsection 6.4 below) allows to
use the large deviations estimates to study the size of the
level sets and irregular set in the multifractal decomposi-
tion [9].

6.4 SOME OTHER ASPECTS

For shortness, in what follows we give a more direct and in-
formal presentation of other important characterizations of
dynamics with some gluing orbit property and their use as
an important tool.

A characterization for uniform hyperbolicity

The relation between specification, gluing and uniform hy-
perbolicity among smooth dynamics is well understood. If
the specification property holds in a C*-open neighborhood
of diffeomorphisms or vector fields then these are Anosov
[23, 4]. Similarly any C'-open subset of diffeomorphisms
(resp. vector fields) with the gluing orbit property is formed
by transitive Anosov diffeomorphisms (resp. Anosov flows)
[34, 10]. So, from the C-robust viewpoint, uniform hyper-
bolicity, specification and the gluing orbit properties coin-
cide. The picture is radically different beyond the scope of
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uniform hyperbolicity. Indeed, specification is rare even
among partially hyperbolic diffeomorphisms [27, 28].

Thermodynamic formalism

Bowen [11] proved that expansive homeomorphisms with
specification have a unique equilibrium state with respect
to all continuous potentials with tempered variation. More
recently, Climenhaga and Thompson extended Bowen’s ap-
proach to deal with dynamical systems where the set of
points with obstructions to either specification or expan-
siveness do not carry full topological pressure (we refer the
reader to [13] for a precise formulation and applications).
More recently, Pavlov [19] showed that expansive maps with
non-uniform specification may have more than one equilib-
rium state.

Multifractal formalism

The general idea of multifractal analysis, that can be traced
back to Besicovitch, is to decompose the phase space in sub-
sets of points which have a similar dynamical behavior and
to describe the size of each of such subsets from the dimen-
sional or topological viewpoint. Given a continuous map f
onM and ¢ : M — R continuous, decompose

M=JM, u I

aeR

where M, = {x € M : lim, ianb(x) = a} are level sets of
convergence for Birkhoff averages and the irregular set I ;(f)
is the set of points for which the Birkhoff averages for ¢ do
not converge. The irregular set for continuous observables
and maps with specification is either empty or carries full
topological entropy. Moreover, the topological pressure of
level sets can be characterized by the supremum for invari-
ant measures supported on them (see [31] and references
therein). A much harder situation is to describe the topo-
logical entropy of saturated sets. Given a subset K C ./ (f)
of f-invariant probability measures, a saturated set in M is
the subset Gy C M of points x € M whose accumulation
points Vi (x), in the weak” topology, of the empirical mea-

sures
n—1
. 1
%n(x) .= ; Z 5Ti(x)
i=o

coincides with the prescribed subset K of invariant proba-
bility measures. Saturated sets can be used to describe con-
vergence properties of Birkhoff averages with respect to ev-
ery continuous observable. Clearly V(x) is a singleton if
and only if the Birkhoff averages of every continuous ob-
servable are convergent at x. Some extensions of the origi-
nal notion of specification can be used to estimate the topo-
logical pressure of saturated sets for some non-uniformly
hyperbolic maps [20, 29, 30].
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7 A FINAL INVITATION: SOME OPEN QUESTIONS

The use of topological methods in ergodic theory is nowa-
days a very active area of research. We will finish this short
article with some open questions as an invitation for the
reader to explore the underlying ideas presented here.

1. The relation between specification and the gluing orbit
property is still not fully understood. Given the previous
discussion it is natural to ask whether there exists a Baire
residual subset % of the space of C'-diffeomorphisms with
the gluing orbit property so that every topologically mixing
diffeomorphism f € & satisfies the specification property.

2. Regarding the thermodynamic formalism of maps dis-
playing some weak form of specification, it is natural to ask
if an expansive map f with the gluing orbit property has a
unique equilibrium state for every regular (e.g. Holder con-
tinuous) potential. Are therelated transfer operators quasi-
compact on the Banach space of Holder continuous observ-
ables? See [5] for definition of transfer operators. Simi-
lar question can be posed for flows with the reparametrized

gluing orbit property.

3. The non-wandering set of a uniformly hyperbolic diffeo-
morphism can be decomposed in a finite number of pieces
on which the dynamics acts as a subshift of finite type and
each piece, up to an iterate of the dynamics, satisfies the
specification property. On the converse direction, if f is a
continuous expansive map with the gluing orbit property
does there exist N > 1 and a disjoint union M = J, ;v A;
of compact sets so that f(A;) = A, forall 1 <i < N (with
the convention that Ay,, = A,) and the iterate f : A, —
A, has the specification property? If so, which extra infor-
mation can be given on each of the ‘basic’ pieces A;?

4. The relation between specification and uniform hyper-
bolicity is well established (recall Subsection 6.4). However,
much less is known on the relation between these topolog-
ical concepts with the measure theoretical notions of non-
uniform specification. Assume % is a C' open set of tran-
sitive diffeomorphisms on M so that all g-invariant mea-
sures satisfy the non-uniform specification property, for all
g € U. Is % formed by maps with some gluing orbit prop-
erty? We believe the C'-robustness assumption should be
crucial above.

5. The multifractal analysis of time averages for flows
is much harder than for maps even when assuming the
reparametrized gluing orbit property. In comparison with
the discrete time setting, the difficulty relies on the fact that
the reparametrization depends on the points that are being
shadowed. Nevertheless we expect that if (X'), is a continu-
ous flow with the reparametrized gluing orbit property and
the Birkhoff irregular set of a continuous potential is non-
empty then it should carry full topological entropy.

6. Geometric Lorenz attractors are among the simpler
flows where regular orbits accumulate on singular orbits
(see e.g. [2]).

orbits brings much complexity to the dynamics and im-

The coexistence of singular and regular

ply, in particular, the absence of weak forms of shadow-
ing for most geometric Lorenz attractors [16, 3]. In view of
some criteria for non-uniform specification properties [10]
it is natural to ask whether geometric Lorenz attractors en-
joy a reparametrized gluing orbit property with respect to
reparametrizations with a logarithmic singularity at the ori-
gin. This can be thought as a step in the direction of estab-
lishing a thermodynamic formalism for geometric Lorenz

attractors.

7. Finally, the underlying ideas of the property of specifi-
cation are expected to be applied in far more general sit-
uations. This property was proved to hold for C, semi-
groups on Banach spaces, including solutions of the hyper-
bolic heat equation and Black-Scholes equation (see e.g. [6]
and references therein). Since most results addressed here
require compactness as a crucial ingredient it is a challenge
to understand up to which extent the ideas arising from
multifractal formalism can extend to the context of partial
differential equations and/or operators on infinite dimen-
sional ambient spaces.
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